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Based on a wealth of Arab, Western, and Eastern European sources and spanning the entire

history of Saudi Arabia, Alexei Vassiliev's account will stand as the definitive account of the Arabian

peninsula's dominant state.
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America is now engaged in the 10th year of war in Islamic countries, and there is no end in sight. A

realistic understanding of the very heartland of the Islamic world is essential for the political

leadership in our country - the decision makers - and it is equally important for the academics and

"think tank" specialists who provide the advise and "policy papers." This book is not for the casual

readership of the general public, but it would be inspiring if a few "enlightened citizens," in the best

Jeffersonian ideal, would tackle it, simply to be better informed on one of the central issues of our

times.The perception of Saudi Arabia by almost all Americans is universally negative. In part this is

the result of a relentless effort to present the Arabs in general, and the Kingdom in particular, by

Hollywood, the news media, and in books, in ways that are now unacceptable if the same

characterizations were made of Blacks, Jews, or Women. There are the political "hatchet jobs,"

performed by former Rand employee Laurent Murawiec, who leans heavily on the Hitler analogies

to make the case that the Kingdom is the root of all evil. There are several books by women,

purportedly concerned about the "plight of Saudi women" that portray a world that is unrecognizable



to any real Saudi women. But there is also a growing body of literature that attempts to depict the

Kingdom in a realistic light, written by Lacey, Weston, Sanders, Coll, Lippman and others. There is

the sweet irony that the best of these comes from our one time friends during the Second World

War, our long-time adversary during the "Cold War," and now uneasy ally on some issues, Russia.

Alexei Vassiliev has written the most authoritative, and comprehensive history of the Kingdom.

Period.
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